2014 - 2015

Annual Review

A summary of
our best bits
2014 - 2015

1

Chairman’s Welcome
The year has flown by, and a number
of things have happened. It’s been
a pleasure to see the work of the
Partnership bearing fruit, and to know
that we’re making progress in meeting
some of its objectives.
We have a tough ‘ask’: our challenge
is to embed the value of nature into
decision making across the board within
the region, and whilst there is growing
recognition of the strong rationale for
doing this, what’s puzzling is that even
fine words are difficult to come by, while
concrete actions are on the endangered
list, especially at the national level.
Many of us would have been encouraged by the work of the natural capital committee,
and glad to see the Government pledge to develop a 25 year plan to protect and
improve natural capital. This long-term thinking will ensure we can make more
informed decisions about where strategic investments are required, as our State of
Environment Assessment has shown; we need to carefully target our actions to ensure

better outcomes are delivered. This can only be achieved by working together. The
value of nature is contingent on a host of local factors, and it’s clear to me that such
a plan would need to engage with local expertise: I know that the partners within the
partnership are ready to play their part in delivering that plan for the benefit of our
economy and our wellbeing.
Of great importance to the Partnership is the work of the 4 unitary authorities in the
region in bringing forward a Joint Spatial Plan. This will have implications for land use
across the region, and we are keen to ensure that the value of ecosystems and green
infrastructure is reflected in the approach taken to identifying land suitable for housing
and transport. We need to ensure that the plan delivers an enhanced environment, in
which the quality of life for all is enhanced.
I invite you to read what we have delivered this year, and encourage you to stay
involved with the partnership, by joining our mailing list, following us on Twitter and
attending our events.

Dr Dominic Hogg
Chair, West of England Nature Partnership
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2014 - 2015

Calendar of headline activities
August

• Organised New Environmental Land
Management Scheme meeting for key
stakeholders (now Countryside Stewardship)
• Presented to the Low Carbon Sector Group of
the Local Enterprise Partnership
• Presented to the Joint Local Access Forum
about our work

December

• Held Steering Group meeting
• Officially requested a nomination for a
Councillor representative to join the Board
• Bristol Avon Catchment delivery group met
• Sent Christmas newsletter out
• WENP Chair attended the first EU Structural
Investment Fund meeting to represent the
environment and sustainability sector

April
• Held spatial planning workshop in the
context of nature and planning
• Undertook consultation workshops for first
iteration of State of Environment maps
with 4 UAs, Wessex Water, Natural England
and Avon Wildlife Trust

September
• Launched new website

October

November

• Partook in Air Quality Roundtable with
Thangam Debbonaire & Barry Gardiner MP

• Attended EU Life funding meeting in London

• Bristol Avon Catchment Coordinator in post

• Held Nature Improvement Area development
workshop

• Presented to the to Divisional Directors in
B&NES Council

• Participated in regional Nature Improvement
Area dissemination workshop

• Attended Air Quality Masterclass

• Held Iconic Wildlife & Landscape meeting

• Responded to the National Pollination
Strategy

• Held Steering Group meeting

January
• New work programme developed.
• Held Iconic Wildlife & Landscape group
meeting
• Held first Nature, Health & Wellbeing group
meeting
• Invited strategic directors to a meeting
exploring ‘Integrated Water Management
Solutions’ in partnership with Wiltshire LNP

May
• Held Iconic Wildlife & Landscape working
group meeting
• Welcomed new Councillors at South
Gloucestershire Council marketplace and
introduced them to WENP
• Presented at Natural England conference
in London on Severnside Wetlands Nature
Improvement Area

February
• Submitted a response to the Joint Spatial
Plan pre-commencement document
• Held Board meeting
• Presented Nature Improvement Area
proposal presented to the board, which was
accepted
• Updated WENP Prospectus and Terms of
Reference

June
• Attended EU Green Week to represented
Bristol 2015 on nature and biodiversity
• Held Board and Steering Group meeting
• Nature, Health & wellbeing group met
• Presented Heads of Planning Policy who
agree to use WENP ecosystem service maps
• Presented to Local Enterprise Partnership
about Severnside Wetlands

• Held Board Meeting

March
• WENP Annual Conference took place with
almost 100 attendees.
• Held Steering Group meeting
• Attended national LNP event in London.
• Submitted written evidence to Environmental
Audit Committee enquiry into LNPs.
• WENP Chair provided oral evidence for LNP
enquiry

July
• Attended launch of the Joint Spatial Plan,
with West of England Leaders
• Attended ‘Severn Vision’ scoping meeting
• Held State of Environment Assessment
working group
• Facilitated workshop with local planners
and ecologists on ways in which State of
Environment maps could be used for the Joint
Spatial Plan

• WENP Chair attends EU Structural
Investment Fund meeting
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The West of England Nature Partnership
The West of England Nature Partnership is one of 48 Local Nature
Partnerships established by Defra to take a strategic overview of
the local natural environment.
We bring together partners to secure positive outcomes for the natural
environment that will benefit nature, people and the economy.

The WesT Of england

About

Covering the former county of Avon, the West of England Nature
Partnership includes the four Unitary Authority boundaries of
Bath and North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and
South Gloucestershire.

Our visiOn:
“To create and
coordinate a plan
for the restoration
of the natural
environment within
the West of England
region and integrate
that plan into
strategies for spatial
planning, economic
development, and
public health”

O ur

year in numbers

2014 - 2015
Number of
partnership meetings

31

Organisations
engaged through
working groups

Nature Improvement
Area identified

15

16

1

Number of ecosystem
service maps created for
our State of Environment
Assessment

Attendees at
the Annual
Conference

95
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What we do....
The WENP brings together key stakeholders with an interest in the
natural environment. By working at a West of England scale, we
aim to embed the value of nature into local decision making.

OUR PROSPECTUS

The WENP exists to create and coordinate an investment strategy for
the West of England, we are not another level of bureaucracy or talking
shop, but a partnership dedicated to improving the natural environment.
Many of our aims and objectives are being achieved through our active
working groups as detailed in our online work programme

In 2013 we
published our
Prospectus, ‘An
Investment
Strategy for
the Natural
Environment’
outlining our vision for the
natural environment. Within
the Prospectus, we set
out our strategic aims and
outcomes - a way in which
our vision will be realised.

WenP WOrk PrOgramme
The WENP work programme sets
out our strategic aims and outcomes
and how we intend to deliver them
over the course of the year.
WENP W
ork

programm

e

By December 2014 95% of our measurable targets were completed,
or close to completion. In January 2015 a new work programme
was developed, in line with new priorities set by the Board. The
work programme set out our ambitions and 42 new measurable
Chart Title
targets were set for the period Jan 2015 - Jan 16.
Complete

In progress

Not yet started

Download the work programme at www.wenp.org.uk/
18%

About

Progress at 6 months is shown here. We have
completed 34% of our measurable targets,
48% are in progress and 18% have not yet been
initiated.

34%

We will continue over the
remainder of the year to
deliver the work programme
through our active working
groups and as part of our
core delivery.

Progress against these
aims can be seen through
our downloadable work
programme, available at:
www.wenp.org.uk/resources

48%
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State of Environment Assessment
ExAMPLE MAPS

Our State of Environment Assessment is an ambitious project
which aims to collate, increase and expand our environmental
evidence base to enable informed decisions to be made relating
to the natural environment.

Working group

The first phase of this project is almost complete and has involved the
acquisition of over 200 data sets, which have now been analysed to
produce a series of ecosystem service maps. The maps highlight the rich
array of natural assets we have in this region and where there exists
opportunities to enhance these assets.

KEy OUTPUTS

Areas that contribute to good water quality

Woodland ecological network

TAKING AN ECOSySTEM APPROACH
Our natural environment underpins our economic prosperity, our health
and our wellbeing. The more we understand about the services it provides,
the better we can protect and restore it. By mapping the key ecosystem
services within the West of England, we are able to better understand the
contributions the natural environment is making to our economy, society
and wildlife, and further demonstrate its value.
Areas with opportunities to slow run-off

• Sourcing and licensing
over 200 datasets for
analysis as part of the
assessment.
• Producing 15 maps
showing the provision
of ecosystem services
within our region.

• Running in depth
consultations with the
four local authorities,
Wessex Water, Natural
England and Avon
Wildlife Trust.

• Working with planning
policy to use the maps
to inform planning
decisions in the West
of England.
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Iconic Wildlife & Landscapes
The quality of the natural environment in the West of England is
a big reason people want to live and play in the region, and why
business wants to invest here.

KEy OUTPUTS

Working group

Our Iconic Wildlife & Landscapes group recognises the importance
of the natural environment in the West of England and is identifying
opportunities to secure its value.

The Severn Estuary was
chosen, as it is a Natura 2000
site and is important for UK
conservation due to the wide
range of important habitats
and species it supports. Work
is now underway to further
develop a strategy and work
with partners to improve the
area on a landscape-scale.
NIA Vision:

Severnside Wetlands Nature Improvement Area
LNPs have been empowered to identify Nature Improvement Areas, creating
joined up and resilient ecological networks at a landscape scale. In February
2015 the Iconic Wildlife & Landscape group put forward a proposal to the
WENP Board to identify ‘Severnside Wetlands’ as our first Nature Improvement
Area. This proposal was accepted and was officially launched at the Annual
Conference in March.

To recognise Severnside Wetlands
Nature Improvement Area as a
vibrant, nature-rich landscape where
people, business and wildlife thrive.

• Developing a Nature
Improvement Area
pro-forma and method
for inclusion of new
areas.

• Scoping and
identifying ‘Severnside
Wetlands Nature
Improvement Area’.
• Sharing best practice
of ‘landscape-scale’
projects in the West of
England.
• Identifying solutions
on how best to
manage Local Wildlife
Sites in the West of
England.
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Nature, Health and Wellbeing
It has long been recognised that there exists important links
between the natural environment and our health & wellbeing.
Good quality green space can help tackle health inequalities,
improve physical activity and provide countless benefits to
communities and society.

KEy OUTPUTS
• Convened key
stakeholders working in
nature and health.

Our Nature, Health and Wellbeing group was established in January
2015 and has met three times to explore ways in which the health of
our natural environment is intrinsically linked to our health.

Working group

“

If every household in
England were provided
with good access to
quality green space it
could save an estimated
£2.1 billion in health
care costs.
(Natural England, 2013)

Members of Nature, Health and Wellbeing group learn about the benefits of
wildlife friendly food growing at Avon Wildlife Trust’s ‘Feed Bristol’.

• Working with health
providers to further
promote the value of
nature in therapeutic and
preventative care.
• Agreed to work with
neighbouring LNPs
on large scale event
for strategic decision
makers.

• In development - ‘Green
impact toolkit’ for
GPs and other health
practitioners
• Mapping the current
provision of ‘natural
health services’ to create
an easy to use guide for
the West of England.
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Water Group - Bristol Avon Catchment
Improving the health of our water environment is a large and
complex challenge that will require many stakeholders to work
effectively and collaboratively to implement change.

The Bristol Avon
Catchment Plan has
identified four priority
issues that need
addressing to improve
the health of our water
environment:

In 2014 the WENP water group collaborated with Wiltshire & Swindon
LNP and Bristol Avon Catchment Partnership to create a sole water
group for the whole of the Bristol Avon Catchment. The Bristol Avon
Catchment Partnership Steering Group has now encompassed this role
and provides advice and expertise to both LNPs with issues relating to
Future direction for
water and sustainable water management.
flood risk management
Approaches in each sub-area
We have divided the Bristol Avon catchment into nine
distinct sub-areas which have similar physical
characteristics, sources of flooding and level of risk.
We have identified the most appropriate approach to
managing flood risk for each of the sub-areas and
allocated one of six generic flood risk management
policies, shown in Table 3.

BRISTOL AVON
INTEGRATED LAND MANAGEMENT & DELIVERY

STROUD
DISTRICT

SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE
CATCHMENT

To select the most appropriate policy, the plan has
considered how social, economic and environmental
objectives are affected by flood risk management

activities under each policy
option.
ENVIRONMENT
AGENCY
APPROACH TO MANAGING FLOOD
River Chew at the village of Pensford after floods of July 1968
RISK
WITHIN THE BRISTOL AVON CATCHMENT
Map 3. Bristol Avon sub-areas

ECONOMIC BOUNDARIES - WEST OF ENGLAND

➜

UNITARY AUTHORITY BOUNDARIES & THE PHYSICAL
REALITY OF THE CATCHMENT:

01

West of England Local Enterprise Partnership Strategic
Economic Plan states that ‘Climate change and the
need to ensure mitigation and adaptation for a resilient
future. Priority growth locations have flood risk issues.

COTSWOLD
DISTRICT

Legend
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Bristol Avon CFMP

Sub-area

Large scale solutions will need to be found.’’
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(Policy 4)
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Wootton Bassett and Dauntsey
(Policy 3)
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Avonmouth (Policy 4)

Radstock

Cheddar

Westbury
Frome

SEDGEMOOR
DISTRICT

Wells
MENDIP
DISTRICT

MAIN ROAD

MAJOR WATERCOURSE

LOCAL AUTHORITY BOUNDARY

MINOR WATERCOURSE

GREEN BELT

UNITARY AUTHORITY BOUNDARY
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KEY TO FEATURES
South Glos. Catchment
Bristol Avon Catchment
North Somerset Catchment
Flood Zone 3
Flood Zone 2

Environment & Resources

Information in this plan is provided for identification purposes only. No warranty as to accuracy is given or implied. The precise route of
pipe work may not exactly match that shown. Wessex Water does not accept liability for inaccuracies. Sewers and lateral drains
adopted by Wessex Water under the Water Industry (Schemes for Adoption of Private Sewers) Regulations 2011 are to be plotted
over time and may not yet be shown. In carrying out any works, you accept liability for the cost of any repairs to Wessex Water
apparatus damaged as a result of your works. You are advised to commence excavations using hand tools only. Mechanical digging
equipment should not be used until pipe work has been precisely located. If you are considering any form of building works and pipe
work is shown within the boundary of your property or a property to be purchased (or very close by) a surveyor should plot its exact
position prior to commencing works or purchase. Building over or near Wessex Water’s apparatus is not normally permitted.

This map may be used for Wessex Water Projects only.
The County Wildlife Site Project is provided by the Environmental
Records Centre. Further information on these sites are available
from the relevant Records Centre.
Additional Data - Copyright Environment Agency

Reproduced from the Ordnance
Survey Map with the permission
of the Controller of Her Majesty’s
Stationery Office. Crown copyright
reserved. Licence No. 100019539

O

Ref:
Wessex Water
Bristol Avon Flood Plains, Zone 2 &Drawing
3, © Wessex
Water
WW/BACP/012 Rev A
Bristol Avon Catchments
Floodplains (Zones 2 & 3)
Scale: 1:260,000

Graphics produced as part of the strategic meeting Jan 15. © Arup

• Hosted a meeting for
Strategic Leaders (Jan
15) to discuss working
collaboratively across
West of England and
Wiltshire on ‘Integrated
Water Management
Solutions’.

• Convened a Steering
Group to help advise on
governance, budget and
delivery of the Catchment
Plan and Action Plan
• Secured £61k from Defra
to deliver the ‘Bristol
Frome Diffuse Pollution
Project’.

• Established a Data &
Evidence group to identify
high risk and opportunity
areas in the catchment.
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TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
RESILIENCE:
NETWORK RAIL CORRIDOR & M4
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© West of England Strategic LEP - Green Infrastructure Framework, May 2011

OPPORTUNITIES AND RISKS
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Bristol Avon, North Somerset & South Gloucestershire Catchments © Wessex Water
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Shepton Mallet

RAILWAY LINE AND STATION

CATCHMENT BOUNDARIES

n

Warminster

MAJOR ROAD AND INTERCHANGE

BRISTOL AVON
CATCHMENT

• Phosphorus (water
quality issues)
• Sediments (water
quality/water quantity
issues)
• Degradation of
habitats (ecological)
• Flooding/low water
flows

KEy OUTPUTS

Colin Skellet (Chair of LEP and CEO of Wessex
Water) chaired the Strategic Leaders Meeting.
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Planning for Nature
Ensuring the natural environment is a key consideration for spatial
planning forms a key part of our vision. The WENP aims to influence
constructively the debate around spatial planning issues to ensure a
truly sustainable pattern of development becomes fully integrated
into policy formation, decision making and delivery.

KEy OUTPUTS
• Working with 4 local
authorities to ensure
the value of nature is
considered in strategic
spatial planning options.

We work closely with local planning authorities and those bound by
the ‘Duty to Cooperate’ to ensure the views of the WENP are sought on
strategic planning issues.

• Providing evidence and
data to help inform
the Joint Spatial Plan
(through our State of
Environment work).
0

0.25

0.5

1 Km

Working group

Hanham Hall © Barratt Homes

Joint Spatial Plan: “A Prospectus for Sustainable Growth”
The Unitary Authorities are working together to develop a
Joint Spatial Plan, which aims to identify the overall quantum
of housing and jobs that need to be planned for, and how they
might be distributed across the sub-region from 2016 - 2036.
The WENP have been working with the environment, landscape
and heritage working stream of the Joint Spatial Plan, to ensure a
strategic, cross boundary approach to the natural environment is
considered within the plan.

Grassland core

Woodland core

Grassland network

Woodland network

The WENP’s State of
Environment maps have
been used by the four
Unitary Authorities to
help identify ecological
networks and ecosystem
service provision in the
West of England.

• Developing mechanisms
to respond to major
planning applications.

• Ensuring the partnership
is engaged constructively
and actively in the
context of strategic
cross boundary matters,
through the ‘Duty to
Cooperate’.
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Natural Capital Trust
The Natural Capital Trust is being developed to better link the
economy and environment in a fundamental and innovative way
by facilitating new market around natural capital.

KEy OUTPUTS

The aim of the Trust is to facilitate new markets for PES, creating
economic growth for trading externalities not currently accounted for,
such as flood water capacity, biodiversity, energy or carbon offsetting.
Such mechanisms have the potential to create economic, social and
environmental benefits.

• Ran a nationally
innovative ‘Payment
for Ecosystem
Services’ (PES) Pilot
with funding from
Defra.

• Held workshops
with ‘buyers and
sellers’ of ecosystem
services in the
Wilford brook.
Winford Brook Payment for Ecosystem Services pilot project
WENP is involved in an innovative Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES)
project taking place in the Winford Brook catchment, situated in the Chew
Valley. The catchment has been identified as a rapid response catchment,
often resulting in dangerous frequent flood surges. Further upstream there
are issues with sediment loading, erosion and algal blooms, all of which are
costly to remedy, the cost of which is often bore by the water companies,
and ultimately their customers. The project is seeking to address these
issues by bringing together the providers and beneficiaries of ecosystem
services which will help alleviate these issues, whilst also providing benefits
to nature.

The Winford Brook PES Pilot is
being run by Eunomia Research
and Consulting and Avon
Wildlife Trust, with support
from Bristol Water, West of
England Local Enterprise
Partnership, Natural England
and TLT Solicitors. Outputs and
lessons from the project will be
made publically available soon.

• Developed a concept
paper which outlined
the ambitions of the
Trust.
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Communicating the vision
WENP Annual
Conference

Bevis Watts chairs panel discussion with Dominic Hogg, Colin Skellett and Isabella Murfin
(Avon Wildlife Trust)
(WENP Chair) (WoE LEP)
(Defra)

Our Annual Conference
took place in March 2015.
We were delighted to
welcome a fantastic panel
of speakers which provided
a fascinating narrative
about the value of the
natural environment.

www.wenp.org.uk

Attending EU Green Week in Brussels to represent
Bristol 2015 on Biodiversity and Nature.

We’ve been
raising
awareness of
the partnership
through partner
newsletters and
local press .

We launched our new
website in September 2014.
This has given us more
control over content and
enabled us to link more
effectively with social media
channels. The new website
attracts over 1000 visits per
month and enables us to
promote what we do.

Bristol Evening Post

The West of England B-Lines were launched at
the WENP conference with a tasty cake!

NEARLy 100 PRACTITIONERS
ATTENDED THE WENP
ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN
MARCH

Our online presence
continues to grow through
social media avenues, such as
Twitter
Presenting our vision for Severnside
Wetlands at Natural England’s launch of
the IPENS project.

@WoENP
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Our partners
The West of England Nature Partnership would like to thanks the following organisations for their support over this past year and
look forward to continuing and strengthening the partnership over the coming years.

West of England Nature Partnership
32 Jacobs Wells Road, Bristol, BS8 1DR
www.wenp.org.uk
info@wenp.org.uk
@WoENP
0117 980 0392
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