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Opportunities for improved water quality
Certain types of land management will have a negative impact on the 
quality of water because they allow pollutants to enter the water
environment, such as intensively farmed land and urban areas. 
Where these areas exist, it is possible to make changes to how the land 
is managed to help improve overall water quality. 

What does the map show?
The map was created by looking at the soil type, slope, hydrology and 
habitat and analysing where the best opportunities exist. The darker
areas show where it might be possible to modify the land use to help 
improve water quality. The areas that present the most opportunities to 
improve water quality tend to be in the rural areas, on steep slopes with 
shallow soils. Those with fewer opportunities are areas that are already 
providing that service, such as areas with dense and well established 
vegetation, or areas that are unlikely to change, such as urban areas. 

Why is this ecosystem service important? 
Water companies are responsible for cleaning water, which can be costly 
and is energy intensive. Investment into natural systems upstream can
reduce the costs for water companies and provide additional benefits for 
wildlife

Bristol Avon Catchment 
The rivers and waterways in the West of England are part of a wider
catchment known as the Bristol Avon Catchment. The Bristol Avon 
Catchment comprises an area of 2810km² and drains parts of 
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and Somerset. 

Visit www.bristolavoncatchment.co.uk
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