WEST OF ENGLAND POLLINATOR STRATEGY
Pollination is fundamental to life. Insect pollinators – of which there are over
1500 species in the UK – play a vital role in pollination. We rely on insect
pollinators for much of our food. They are also really important for
wildflowers, and other parts of nature that we need and love. However, our
pollinators are under threat from loss of habitat, intensive farming, pesticides
and disease.
Defra launched a National Pollinator Strategy for England in 2014 to reverse
the declining trend. The National Pollinator Strategy vision is ‘to see
pollinators thrive, so they can carry out their essential service to people of
pollinating flowers and crops, while providing other benefits for our native
plants, the wider environment, food production and all of us’.
This Strategy is our plan to ensure pollinators have the space they need to
thrive – both on the ground and in policy. Overseen through the West of
England Nature Partnership, it brings together existing regional initiatives –
including the Greater Bristol Pollinator Strategy and B-Lines – to ensure we
are joining up efforts across the West of England, and can best influence
regional policy.

WHY THE WEST OF ENGLAND?
The West of England covers the unitary authorities of
Bristol City, South Gloucestershire, Bath & North East
Somerset and North Somerset. At this scale, we can
consider how our pollinators operate across the
landscape, and respond to their needs on a more
strategic level. This is also the geography of key
strategic plans, including the Joint Spatial Plan and
West of England Green Infrastructure Plan.
This strategy looks to 2036 in alignment with the
Joint Spatial Plan. The West of England will undergo
significant change over this period due to the
development of much needed housing and
associated infrastructure. We need a sound plan to
ensure we are safeguarding the right spaces for our
pollinators through this change.

VISION FOR 2036

The West of England is home to a thriving population of pollinators, which are valued
and protected for their vital contribution to our society, economy and environment.
OUTCOMES BY 2036
• There is a joined-up approach to pollinator conservation in the West of England
• There is an overall increase in pollinator habitat in the West of England (target to be set)
• The value of pollinators is understood and reflected by key strategies and decisions in the West of England
ACTIONS
• Create evidence on pollinator habitat extent and connectivity, and identify priorities for intervention
• Set annual targets for the creation of new pollinator habitat and the maintenance of existing pollinator habitat
• Using this evidence and priorities, influence regional policy to best deliver for pollinators
• Create a webpage to signpost to local implementation partners and promote available resources
• Facilitate the sharing of knowledge and best practice across the region
• Establish a joined-up approach by linking projects across the region

The West of England Nature Partnership (WENP) will establish a West of
England Pollinator Steering Group to oversee the implementation of these
actions. The Steering Group will meet at least annually and include
representatives from local implementation partners. Local implementation
partners currently include Get Bristol Buzzing, Get Bath Buzzing and B-Lines,
although we welcome further partners to ensure we are connecting
interventions on the ground with policy.
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