
2017/18 Annual Review



 2

Chair’s welcome
It has been an absolute pleasure working with such committed and forward thinking 
partners over the past year. Partners have met major challenges, including tightened public 
purses and uncertainty around Brexit, with an eagerness to look beyond solutions to 
creative new opportunities. Ongoing explorations around unlocking more investment for 
nature and identifying our Nature Recovery Network have demonstrated real commitment 
to working together - across boundaries, sectors and organisations. The diverse and 
innovative partnership projects showcased from page 10 are a wonderful testament to how 
different organisations in the West of England come together to deliver more effective 
outcomes for nature. 

New local government structures through the West of England Combined Authority have 
presented new opportunities for us to put the value of nature at the heart of regional 
planning and an emerging Local Industrial Strategy. 

At the national level, now is a pivotal time to shape British legislation and policy to do better 
for the natural environment. The Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan launched earlier 
this year sets out some ambitious commitments which could transform the state of our 
natural environment, including an overarching ambition to leave the environment in a better 
state than we found it. The Agricultural Bill currently going through parliament could be a 
game-changer in terms of providing farmers with the right incentives to best manage their 
land for nature. The proposed Environment Act is a once in a lifetime opportunity to 
enshrine such commitments in law. 

Local Nature Partnerships play an important role in translating these ambitions to the 
ground, but also in shaping national frameworks by sharing our experiences from the 
bottom up. 

The following pages highlight some of our key work over the past year. I would like to thank 
all those who are working tirelessly to enhance our natural environment in the West of 
England and beyond, and look forward to working with existing and new partners over the 
coming year. 

Professor Selena Gray
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About the Partnership
The West of England Nature Partnership (WENP) is a cross-sector partnership working to 
restore the natural environment in the West of England through embedding the 
value of nature in decision making across spatial planning, public health and 
economic development. 

Established in 2012, WENP is the designated Local Nature Partnership (LNP) for the West of 
England (Bristol City, South Gloucestershire, North Somerset and Bath & North East 
Somerset). LNPs are a key commitment from the 2011 Government White Paper, The 
Natural Choice: Securing the Value of Nature, which recognised the need for a more joined-up 
approach to reverse the loss of biodiversity and degradation of ecosystems – which we all 
rely on – and to secure nature’s return to health. LNPs are prescribed bodies in the 
Localism Act 2011 and should be consulted on strategic planning under the Duty to 
Cooperate. 

WENP is hosted by Avon Wildlife Trust and funded by North Somerset Council, Bristol City 
Council, South Gloucestershire Council, Bath & North East Somerset Council and Wessex 
Water. WENP is governed by a Board and supported by key stakeholders across the West of 
England. 

Visit wenp.org.uk for more information on our governance.

http://www.wenp.org.uk
http://www.wenp.org.uk
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What we do
We believe that a thriving and resilient natural environment underpins the health of our 
people, places and economy. Through our work, we strive to put nature at the heart of our 
systems, working closely with our regional and national partners to influence a step-change 
in how we understand and value the natural environment. 

We focus on three systems: spatial 
planning, public health and economic 
development, to deliver the five 
outcomes below. Drawing on the 
knowledge and experience across our 
partners and wider stakeholders, WENP 
convenes working groups to 
collaboratively work on specific 
opportunities and challenges – from 
creating evidence, setting priorities, 
driving investment and developing 
mechanisms, to supporting delivery.

Restoring nature 
Identify and prioritise the needs for the restoration of the natural 
environment in the West of England, strengthening and securing nature at 
the landscape scale. 

Spatial planning 
Through high level engagement with decision makers and strategic 
planners, ensure our outstanding natural environment is at the heart of 
regional planning decisions and recognised as a key asset of the region. 

Health & wellbeing 
Facilitate greater awareness of the benefits that the natural environment 
provides for our health & wellbeing at all levels of society. 

Economic development 
Secure investment to drive positive outcomes for the restoration of the 
natural environment, recognising that nature underpins our economy and 
societal wellbeing. 

Working together 
Facilitate the restoration of the natural environment through effective 
multi-sector working. Actively promote and communicate the value of the 
natural environment to all stakeholders.
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If we surrendered 
to earth’s intelligence 
we could rise up rooted, like trees. 

Rainer Maria Rilke
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Restoring nature

Ecological networks

West of England Pollinator Strategy
WENP launched the West of England Pollinator Strategy in 
May, at the launch of the Festival of Nature, to drive a more 
joined-up approach to safeguarding the right space for 
pollinators to thrive - both on the ground and in our regional 
plans. 

The Strategy brings together the great existing work to 
improve pollinator habitat through B-Lines, and urban 
engagement and support for pollinators through Get Bristol 
Buzzing and the newly launched Get Bath Buzzing. Find out 
more at wenp.org.uk/pollinators.

ThinkNature

The Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan launched earlier this year commits to the 
development of Nature Recovery Networks - connected spaces for nature that make up 
viable networks for wildlife to thrive. Through WENP’s Landscapes & Networks working 
group, we have been working to map our ecological networks in the West of England. 

The maps build on ecosystem services mapping previously developed by WENP, applying 
habitat connectivity modelling (thanks to support from Forest Research) to understand 
where our functional ecological networks lie, and where the best opportunities are to 
improve their connectivity.  

This evidence is supporting the development of the West of England Green Infrastructure 
Plan to ensure spatial planning in the region respects and enhances these critical corridors. 
Over the coming months, we hope to evolve these maps into a plan for a Nature Recovery 
Network with all our stakeholders. We are having ongoing conversations with Defra, 
neighbouring Local Nature Partnerships and The Wildlife Trusts to ensure our Nature 
Recovery Network speaks to the wider region and contributes to a nationwide approach.

WENP is a regional partner of ThinkNature (a Horizon 2020 project), an online platform to 
share knowledge about nature-based solutions. We are supporting the platform’s 
development through case studies, in turn learning from the experience of others in 
implementing nature-based solutions. Visit think-nature.eu.

Environmental evidence
WENP commissioned an independent review of our environmental evidence systems in the 
West of England to understand how more strategic partnership approaches could deliver a 
more robust and standardised evidence base of the state of our environment. Partners are 
now discussing how to take recommendations forwards.

http://www.wenp.org.uk/pollinators
http://www.think-nature.eu
http://www.think-nature.eu
http://www.wenp.org.uk/pollinators
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Spatial planning

WENP aims to constructively influence spatial planning to ensure that a truly sustainable 
pattern of development becomes fully integrated into policy, decision making and delivery. 
Through the Duty to Cooperate, WENP has been working with our local planning authorities 
to support with ecological evidence and as a critical friend for the Joint Spatial Plan. 

The Joint Spatial Plan is a critical planning document for our region, setting out how over 
100,000 new homes and associated infrastructure will be delivered by 2036 across four 
planning authorities. It is the first such plan in the UK, taking into account the impact that 
development in one area has across council boundaries. 

The Plan submitted to the Planning Inspector earlier this year included some critical policy 
hooks for the natural environment, including a commitment that developments will result in 
a net gain for the natural environment, and a commitment to develop a West of England 
Green Infrastructure Plan to set out how effective environmental mitigation and green 
infrastructure will be delivered across the region.

West of England Green Infrastructure Plan

Joint Spatial Plan

One City Plan

The West of England Green Infrastructure Plan is WENP’s current priority, as a critical 
opportunity to cement a landscape-scale and natural capital approach to green 
infrastructure in regional planning policy. Green infrastructure is a strategic network of 
green (and blue) spaces and corridors - including parks, allotments, woodlands, lakes and 
rivers. It benefits us in many ways - from supporting sustainable food production to 
reducing flood risk and urban heating, and improving our mental and physical health. 

The Plan sets out how future development - identified in the Joint Spatial Plan and allocated 
through Local Plans - will make the most of our natural assets at a landscape and local 
scale, and deliver net environmental gains. 

WENP is supporting the development of the plan through evidence, landscape-scale 
prioritisation, collating case studies to help translate theory to practice, and developing  
strategic investment models (including the Natural Capital Trust) to ensure we can finance 
our green infrastructure.

The One City Plan, due to be launched in January 2019, is an initiative by Bristol City Office 
to collaboratively reach a shared vision for Bristol in 2050. WENP has been working with 
Bristol City Office and Bristol Green Capital Partnership to promote the integration of clear 
ambitions for the natural environment that speak to the wider West of England.  

One ambition developed by partners was to double Bristol’s tree canopy cover to 30% by 
2050. Bristol City Council, Bristol Tree Forum, Forest of Avon Trust and the Woodland Trust 
are currently working together on an action plan to realise this vision.
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Health & wellbeing

Green Care Strategy Group

Nature, Health & Wellbeing Conference

Shared approaches across the South West

Signposting green care on WellAware

WENP co-hosted the Nature, Health & Wellbeing Conference at Ashton Court in June as part 
of the Festival of Nature with the Natural History Consortium, Natural Academy and Bristol 
Green Capital Partnership. The event brought together practitioners across conservation 
and public health to explore collaborative solutions to converging ecological and health 
crises, and an emerging strategy to mainstream ‘green care’ - nature-based interventions for 
specific health needs - in the West of England. 

There was wonderful energy in the room as practitioners shared their experiences. The 
event was over-subscribed, and there was consensus from attendees of the need for 
further such events to enable ongoing dialogue and co-creation. WENP is currently working 
with partners to establish a Green Care Practitioners Forum to facilitate this.

WENP has established a Green Care Strategy Group to develop and deliver a strategy to 
strengthen and mainstream green care, building on learnings from the Nature, Health and 
Wellbeing Conference. Key interventions identified include the need to improve signposting 
to existing green care provision, the establishment of a Green Care Practitioner Forum, 
embedding the value of nature for wellbeing in existing health practitioner training, and 
professionalising the green care sector through evaluation of programmes and creating 
standards for practitioners.

There is a great range of inspiring initiatives across the West of England working to improve 
people’s health and wellbeing through nature. WellAware, the Care Forum’s online resource 
signposting citizens, GPs and social workers to nearby activities to support their wellbeing, 
now has a section dedicated to green care. Special thanks to Johnny Wood who has led on 
collation of this information. Visit wellaware.org.uk/info-resources/nature.

The South West Local Nature Partnerships have been working together on shared 
approaches to integrating public health and nature conservation. A Statement of Intent of 
shared working has been discussed at Health & Wellbeing Boards and guides are being 
developed to support integrated campaigns and commissioning.

http://www.wellaware.org.uk/info-resources/nature
http://www.wellaware.org.uk/info-resources/nature
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Economic development

Natural Capital Investment
WENP is working on a plan to unlock more and better investment in the natural 
environment.  

This year, we completed research - funded by Defra and the 
West of England Local Enterprise Partnership - proposing a 
new approach to unlocking more and better investment in 
the natural environment through a regional Natural Capital 
Trust. The Trust would combine funds from developer 
contributions, agri-environment schemes and payments for 
ecosystem service schemes - and invest them across a 
portfolio of environmental projects that deliver the greatest 
benefits to the region. 

The proposed Natural Capital Trust model was highlighted as 
an example of local innovation in the Government’s 25 Year 
Environment Plan launched in January. Visit wenp.org.uk/
natural-capital-investment to find out more about the model. 

We are having ongoing conversations with partner Local 
Planning Authorities to develop a strategic investment approach that can combine 
principles from this model with other emerging initiatives, including Natural England’s 
strategic district licensing, to drive an integrated approach to funding strategic mitigation. 

http://www.wenp.org.uk/natural-capital-investment
http://www.wenp.org.uk/natural-capital-investment
http://www.wenp.org.uk/natural-capital-investment
http://www.wenp.org.uk/natural-capital-investment
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Bathscape Landscape Partnership

Parks Foundation for Bristol & Bath’s Parks

Many of the challenges (and opportunities) we face locally are shared across the country. 
WENP engages with neighbouring Local Nature Partnerships through the South West Local 
Nature Partnerships network to ensure effective cross-boundary join-up, and nationally 
through the Defra supported national network, to learn from shared challenges, identify 
mutual opportunities and to lobby on national issues (for example, through joint 
consultation responses to the National Planning Policy Framework and Environmental 
Principles and Governance post-Brexit). WENP sits on Defra’s Sounding Board for the 
national network of Local Nature Partnerships, and participated in Defra’s 2018 annual 
conference for Local Nature Partnerships.

Working together

Beyond the West of England

We can only realise our vision of a thriving natural environment through the great and 
ongoing support of partners who are translating strategy to action on the ground. Below 
highlights some of the great landscape-scale partnership initiatives over the past year.

Spotlight on initiatives across the Partnership

Bathscape Landscape Partnership is a Heritage Lottery Fund supported project aimed at 
reconnecting people with the natural landscape surrounding Bath. We are delighted that 
the Partnership's Round 2 application has been successful, which provides the funding to 
deliver the scheme for 5 years to work with local people to restore the natural heritage and 
improve access to Bath’s stunning surroundings. Visit bathnes.gov.uk/services/environment/
green-infrastructure/bathscape.

Bristol City Council and Bath & North East Somerset Council are working in collaboration 
with Bristol Parks Forum and Natural History Consortium to establish a Parks Foundation to 
support public parks, thanks to a successful bid to Nesta’s Rethinking Parks programme. 
The Foundation will develop investment and engagement opportunities to secure and 
enhance these critical public spaces.

River Frome Reconnected
Identified as a priority project through the Bristol Avon Catchment Partnership, the River 
Frome Reconnected project has now launched. This is a collaboration between South 
Gloucestershire Council and Bristol City Council, and will work with a wide range of 
stakeholders to understand how to develop a more strategic programme of work to 
improve the water environment along the River Frome running from Bristol to Yate.

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/environment/green-infrastructure/bathscape
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/environment/green-infrastructure/bathscape
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/environment/green-infrastructure/bathscape
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/environment/green-infrastructure/bathscape
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Building with Nature

Festival of Nature

Building with Nature is a new benchmark for the design and maintenance of green 
infrastructure in housing and commercial development, developed by Gloucestershire 
Wildlife Trust in partnership with the University of the West of England. The benchmark 
recently won the Sir Peter Hall Award for Wider Engagement at the Royal Town Planning 
Institute Research Awards. Visit buildingwithnature.org.uk. 

City Nature Challenge
In April, coordinated by the Natural History Consortium as part of the Festival of Nature 
2018, Bristol and Bath competed with 65 cities around the world to discover and record as 
much wildlife as possible over 4 days. The initiative engaged schools, ran events and 
coordinated themed survey teams to engage with a wide range of people on the 
unexpected natural wonders on our doorstep and the importance of recording wildlife. 
Over 9,500 records were made over the weekend covering 1,129 species, which have been 
shared with the Bristol Regional Environmental Records Centre.

The Natural History Consortium’s Festival of Nature returned to Bristol and Bath this year, 
offering an exciting programme of events across both cities for the public and professionals 
alike of all ages. The festival was a great success, and incorporated walks, arts and science 
to explore issues ranging from plastics and our oceans to wellbeing and fashion. Visit 
bnhc.org.uk/festival-of-nature.

iTree Bristol

A Forgotten Landscape
A Forgotten Landscape is a Heritage Lottery Fund Landscape Partnership scheme working 
to restore the heritage of the Lower Severn Vale Levels, while improving access and creating 
volunteering and learning opportunities. Visit aforgottenlandscape.org.uk.

iTree is an internationally recognised model which helps quantify the many benefits of 
woodland. The model is being run in Bristol to strengthen the evidence base of the value of 
Bristol’s urban forest, and involved surveying 200 iTree plots across the city over the 
Summer. iTree Bristol is supported by the Forest of Avon Trust, Bristol City Council, the 
Woodland Trust, Bristol Tree Forum and Forestry Commission South West. Findings will 
inform the action plan to deliver the doubling of Bristol’s tree canopy cover.

The WaterSpace Partnership in Bath (Wessex Water, Canal & River Trust, Environment 
Agency & B&NES Council) is working to revitalise the waterways for people and wildlife. The 
project has been shortlisted for two awards in 2018; the UK Living Waterways Award – Best 
Large Scale Community Engagement project and the Bath Property Awards – Best 
Transformation Project. The Partnership has secured significant funding for improvements 
to the river and canal, including funding for a Bath community workboat that will be used by 
a trained volunteer crew to support community and environmental projects.

WaterSpace

http://www.bnhc.org.uk/festival-of-nature
http://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk
http://www.bnhc.org.uk/festival-of-nature
http://www.aforgottenlandscape.org.uk
http://www.aforgottenlandscape.org.uk
http://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk
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With thanks
We could only do this work through the great support of our partners. 

Our Board

Some of our wider partners
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Let us give Nature a chance; 
she knows her business better than we do. 

Michel de Montaigne
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