
2019 Forum Programme 
Working together for nature’s recovery



09:30  Registration         (Foyer)

10:00  Welcome from West of England Nature Partnership

10:50  Introducing a Nature Recovery Network for the West of England

10:10  What does nature’s recovery mean anyway?

10:30  How to value? The natural capital approach

11:05  Coffee break     (Foyer)

11:20  Workshops

12:10  Lunch        (Foyer)

Programme

  Professor Selena Gray, Chair, West of England Nature Partnership

  Heather Elgar, West of England Nature Partnership

  Dr Paul Jepson, Ecosulis Ltd

  Ian Dickie, eftec

  How do we make green infrastructure work for everyone? 
  Dr Dannielle Sinnett, University of the West of England 

  Where are our ecological game-changers for the long term? 
  Amy Coulthard, Avon Wildlife Trust 

  How does a sustainable food system support nature’s recovery? 
  Maddy Longhurst, Bristol Food Land Working Group 

Theatre

Dark Room

Light Room

Theatre

  Between sessions… 

• Tell us how you’ll contribute to nature's recovery (see pull out) 
• Look at the Nature Recovery Network map in more detail and share your views 
• Connect with others working for nature’s recovery in the West of England and 

beyond



  How do we engage different people in nature’s recovery? 
  Matt Postles, Natural History Consortium 

  How do we measure net gains for nature? 
  Kären Renshaw, Bath & North East Somerset Council 

  Nature-connectedness: At the heart of nature’s recovery 
  Michéal Connors, Natural Academy

12:55  Embedding nature’s value in local policy: Green  
  infrastructure planning

13:10  The interconnectedness of nature and health

13:25  Lessons from Greater Manchester: Taking a natural capital  
  approach to planning and investment

13:40  Workshops

14:30  Coffee break     (Foyer)

14:45  Lessons from Cornwall: Environmental growth

15:00  Closing Panel: What are our roles in nature’s recovery?

15:25  Closing remarks

  Laura Ambler, West of England Combined Authority

  Rowena Kenny, South Gloucestershire Council

  Krista Patrick, Greater Manchester Combined Authority

  Matthew Thomson, Cornwall & Isles of Scilly Nature Partnership

  Robert Harrold, HAB Housing (developer)  
  Rachel Kent, Ecotricity (business) 
  Cllr Asher Craig, Deputy Mayor, Bristol (local government) 
  Dr Angela Raffle, The Community Farm (agriculture)

  Professor Selena Gray, Chair, West of England Nature Partnership

Theatre

Theatre

Dark Room

Theatre

Light Room



Speakers
Professor Selena Gray, Chair, West of England Nature Partnership

Heather Elgar, Manager, West of England Nature Partnership

Ian Dickie, Director, eftec

Laura Ambler, Head of Housing & Planning, West of England Combined Authority & LEP

Krista Patrick, Natural Capital Coordinator, Greater Manchester Combined Authority

Rowena Kenny, Healthy Lifestyles & Wellbeing Service, South Gloucestershire 

Selena is Professor of Public Health at the University of the West of England, leads the APPHLE 
(Active People; Promoting Healthy Life Expectancy) Health Integration Team for Bristol Health 
Partners, and the capacity development stream of CLARHC West. She is passionate about the 
natural world and its benefits for our wellbeing, and was appointed WENP Chair in 2017. 

Currently managing the West of England Nature Partnership, Heather is passionate about 
realising an ecological society and the role of policy, planning, strategic partnerships, rethinking 
economics and new narratives in getting there. Heather has previously worked in supply chain 

sustainability, natural capital and business, and communications. 

Ian is a Director at eftec. He is also an advisor to the Aldersgate Group, ICAEW, and the Natural 
Capital Coalition. Ian has led production of the UK’s urban natural capital account and 
development of a natural capital investment plan for Greater Manchester. He was the lead 
technical writer of UNDP’s 2016 biodiversity finance initiative (BIOFIN) workbook. 

Rowena has a lifelong love of nature and the outdoors. Facilitating partnership work at all levels 
and across sectors to inspire, co-develop, build and champion engagement in nature has been 

at the heart of her work. She currently manages the development of a new integrated healthy 
lifestyles and wellbeing service in South Gloucestershire.

Paul previously directed Oxford University’s MSc Biodiversity, Conservation and Management. 
He worked for 15 years in Indonesia running and designing conservation programmes and 

started his career In local government working on urban conservation projects in Manchester 
and Shrewsbury. He is a member of Rewilding Europe’s supervisory board and author of 

‘Recoverable Earth: a twenty-first century environment narrative’.

Laura is Programme Manager for the West of England Joint Spatial Plan and Project Sponsor for 
the West of England Green Infrastructure Strategy. She previously led the LEP Strategic 
Economic Plan which secured Local Growth Funding of £130m+. Across various sub-regional 
roles since 2003, Laura has developed significant experience of partnership working across 
local councils, their external delivery partners, government agencies and business. 

Krista joined the Greater Manchester Combined Authority as Natural Capital Coordinator in 
2016 providing strategic support on delivering a natural capital approach as part of the Natural 
Course EU LIFE Integrated Project, Greater Manchester Urban Pioneer Project and the Greater 
Manchester Natural Capital Group. 

Dr Paul Jepson, Nature Recovery Lead, Ecosulis Ltd

Matthew Thomson, Cornwall & Isles of Scilly Local Nature Partnership Co-Chair
Matthew is Co-Chair of Cornwall & Isles of Scilly Nature Partnership promoting environmental 

growth. As Chief Executive of Jamie Oliver’s Fifteen Cornwall and Cornwall Food Foundation, he 
champions Cornish food and drink & sector-skills productivity. His MSc(Arch) in Urban Design 

(Bartlett School of Architecture), BSc Anthropology & Chartered Waste Manager certificate 
(MCIWM) inform his food systems approach and he is an advisory board member of Centre for 

Food Policy, City, University of London.



What are our ecological game-
changers for the long term? 
Looking at the climatic, ecological 
and development pressures to 
2050, where should we be 

prioritising efforts to protect and 
enhance nature? 

Amy Coulthard, Avon Wildlife Trust 

How do we measure net gains 
for nature? What does ‘net gain’ 
actually mean, and how do we 
deliver it in practice? What might an 
approach to net gain look like in the 

West of England? 

Kären Renshaw, Bath & North East 
Somerset Council 

How do we make green 
infrastructure work for 
everyone? The wellbeing and 
placemaking benefits of green 
infrastructure are well understood — 

but what is its role in addressing social 
inequalities? 

Dr Dannielle Sinnett, University of the West of 
England 

How does a sustainable food 
system support nature’s 
recovery? With a growing 
population and significant 
inequalities around access to 

nutritious food, developing a 
sustainable food system is essential. So is 

making space for nature. Can we do both? 

Maddy Longhurst, Bristol Food Land Working 
Group 

Workshops

Panel
Robert Harrold 
HAB Housing  
The role of developers

Dr Angela Raffle 
The Community Farm 
The role of agriculture

Cllr Asher Craig 
Deputy Mayor of Bristol 
The role of local government

Rachel Kent 
Ecotricity 

The role of business

Nature-connectedness: At the 
heart of nature’s recovery. The 
biophilia hypothesis explores that 
we have an inherent human need 
to affiliate with the natural world 

around us. How do we encourage 
nature connectedness and how does it 

help nature recover and flourish? 

Michéal Connors, Natural Academy

How do we engage different 
people in nature’s recovery? 
We know nature’s recovery is 
critical. How do we engage 
different groups in the 

fundamental importance of nature’s 
recovery and inspire them to action? 

Matt Postles, Natural History Consortium 



What is a Nature Recovery Network?

… and some other useful definitions

To reverse the declines in biodiversity and realise nature’s recovery at scale, we need to work together 
and on the landscape-scale to embed the Lawton principles of Bigger, Better, More and Joined Up in 
our policies and strategies. This means protecting and enhancing our existing natural habitats, but 
also making them bigger, creating new areas of species-rich habitat, and, critically, ensuring they join 
up to create functional and resilient ecological networks that enable nature and people to thrive. 

Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan published in January 2018 includes a commitment to ‘develop 
a Nature Recovery Network to protect and restore wildlife, and provide opportunities to reintroduce species 
that we have lost from our countryside.’ 

The West of England Nature Partnership is working to develop a regional Nature Recovery Network for 
the West of England, aligning with shared principles developed across the South West (by the South 
West Local Nature Partnerships) to ensure coherence and strengthened networks across the wider 
region. Find out more: www.wenp.org.uk/nature-recovery-network 

We see the Nature Recovery Network as a joined-up network of marine and  
terrestrial habitats where nature and people can thrive. More than a map, it 
is an active, adaptive spatial plan that identifies the best opportunities to  
deliver nature’s recovery. 

Net gain: The concept that environmental impacts  
should be fully compensated for, where the impact and  
its mitigation are assessed using a natural capital  
approach. Net gain is the overall improvement after  
all positive and negative influences have been  
fully accounted for.

Green infrastructure:  
A network of multi- 
functional green space,  
urban and rural, which is capable of  
delivering a wide range of environmental  
and quality of life benefit for local communities (NPPF).  
For example, rivers, ponds, parks, allotments, and woodlands.

Natural capital: The elements of nature that directly and indirectly 
produce value or benefits to people, including ecosystems, species, 
fresh water, land, minerals, the air and oceans, as well as natural 
processes and functions (Natural Capital Committee).

Ecosystem services: The multiple flows of benefits that  
people derive from our natural capital. These include direct and 
indirect environmental (e.g. carbon sequestration, pollination), 
economic (e.g. crop yields, licence to operate) and social (e.g. 
health, recreation) benefits.

http://www.wenp.org.uk/nature-recovery-network
http://www.wenp.org.uk/nature-recovery-network


How will you support nature’s recovery?

Businesses: Taking a natural capital approach, understand how your business impacts and depends 
on the natural environment. It pays to invest in nature — especially if your operations rely on 
degrading natural assets. This might help attract promising new talent too. Check out the Natural 
Capital Protocol.

Here are some ideas on how different groups can contribute to nature’s recovery.

Investors: In our changing world, investors need to know that their investments have properly 
considered the risks of a changing natural environment (exacerbated by climate change) on their 
operations. We also need innovative environmental and social solutions to these challenges to take 
off. Investors play a major role in fostering such innovation. Could you invest in a green bond?

Educators: Educators play a huge role in how our young people learn to navigate our changing world. 
Taking the classroom outside — for example through a Forest School initiative — can be a really 
powerful way to develop head, hand and heart skills while encouraging kids to connect with nature. 
Does your school have a wildlife pond, wildflower patch or food growing space?

At home: Urban gardens connect together to create important wildlife 
corridors through towns and cities, as well as providing flood protection 
and beautiful spaces for us to enjoy. Can you do more to wild your home?

Local government: Local authorities make important decisions that can 
help nature’s recovery. Well-planned green infrastructure is a powerful 
way to create great places to live where people and nature can thrive.

Farmers and land owners: How land is stewarded is critical for nature’s 
recovery. Healthy hedgerows and wildflower field margins help wildlife 
move across the landscape, connecting natural habitats. How can your 
land best contribute to nature’s recovery?

National government: National policy plays a significant role in nature’s 
recovery. We strongly support the ambitions in the 25 Year Environment 
Plan and call for the new Agriculture and Environment Bills to be strong 
enough to enable nature’s recovery. We all have a voice — have you spoken 
to your MP or responded to consultations?

NGOs and local groups: Local conservation efforts play a 
huge role in nature’s recovery — both on the ground and 
through educational programmes. How can your NGO or 
local group link your existing (or new) work to the Nature 
Recovery Network?

Map illustrated by Sara Mulvanny – Agency Rush



The West of England Nature Partnership is a 
cross-sector collaboration working to restore the 

natural environment in the West of England 
through embedding the value of nature in 

decision making across spatial planning, public 
health and economic development. 

wenp.org.uk   

info@wenp.org.uk 

@WoENP 

#NatureRecoveryNetwork

http://wenp.org.uk
mailto:info@wenp.org.uk
http://wenp.org.uk
mailto:info@wenp.org.uk

