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Welcome from the Chair

This year has seen an increasing recogni  on of the severity of 
the climate crisis and the extent of the ac  ons needed to tackle 
it. At the West of England level, all four Local Authori  es and 
the West of England Combined Authority (alongside many other 
organisa  ons in the region) have declared a climate emergency 
and announced ambi  ous targets to reduce emissions. How-
ever, it is increasingly apparent that we are in the midst of not 
just a climate emergency, but an ecological emergency too. The 
2019 State of Nature Report set out the dire straits that much 
of our wildlife is in, and a recent report produced on behalf of 
the South West Wildlife Trusts focuses on the alarming decline 
in insect popula  ons across the UK. The West of England is not 
exempt from these impacts, and joined-up ac  on is required to 
restore nature in our region and across the UK. 

To restore nature, we need to provide more, bigger, be  er and joined-up habitats. This year, we have 
therefore developed a vision for a Nature Recovery Network for the West of England, iden  fying where 
are the best opportuni  es to deliver nature’s recovery by building on our exis  ng woodland, grassland and 
wetland. We are working with partners across the region to transform this vision into a joined-up network 
of terrestrial, aqua  c and marine habitats where nature and people can thrive.

Fortunately, many of the ac  ons that are needed to restore nature will also help to mi  gate and adapt to 
the climate emergency – we are all aware of the poten  al for tree-plan  ng to absorb carbon and provide 
space for nature, but conserva  on and expansion of our wetlands, coastal habitats and grasslands will also 
restore nature while helping to address the climate emergency. 

In addi  on, as an increasing body of evidence demonstrates, restoring nature will also have myriad ben-
efi ts for our health and wellbeing. This is refl ected through our work to mainstream nature-based health 
services in the West of England, and the establishment this year of a West of England Prac   oners Forum 
for Nature, Health and Wellbeing.

The following pages highlight some of the work we have done over the past year to deliver our vision of a 
thriving and well-connected natural environment in the West of England that underpins a healthy and re-
silient society and economy. I would like to extend thanks to our partners and the many organisa  ons we 
work with in the West of England and beyond, without whom this work would not be possible. The won-
derful partnership ini  a  ves that we highlight on page 10 further demonstrate this region’s commitment 
to improve our natural environment.

Lastly, to keep abreast of our eff orts to restore the natural environment in the West of England through 
our fortnightly updates, I would encourage you to sign up to our mailing list.

Professor Selena Gray
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About the Partnership

The West of England Nature Partnership (WENP) is a cross-sector partnership working to restore the natu-
ral environment in the West of England through embedding the value of nature in decision making across 
spa  al planning, public health and economic development.

Established in 2012, WENP is the designated Local Nature Partnership (LNP) for the West of England (Bris-
tol City, South Gloucestershire, North Somerset, and Bath & North East Somerset). LNPs are a key commit-
ment from the 2011 Government White Paper, The Natural Choice: Securing the Value of Nature, which 
recognised the need for a more joined-up approach to reverse the loss of biodiversity and degrada  on of 
ecosystems – which we all rely on – and to secure nature’s return to health. LNPs are prescribed bodies in 
the Localism Act 2011 and should be consulted on strategic planning under the Duty to Cooperate.

WENP is hosted by Avon Wildlife Trust and funded by North Somerset Council, Bristol City Council, South 
Gloucestershire Council, Bath & North East Somerset Council and Wessex Water. WENP is governed by a 
Board and supported by key stakeholders across the West of England.

Visit wenp.org.uk for more informa  on about the Partnership and our governance.
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What we do
Our vision is of a thriving and well-connected natural environment in the West of England that under-
pins a healthy and resilient society and economy. Through our work, we strive to put nature at the heart 
of our systems, working closely with our regional and na  onal partners to infl uence a step-change in how 
we understand and value the natural environment.

We aim to put the natural environment at the heart of 
the following systems: spa  al planning, public health and 
economic development. Drawing on the knowledge and 
experience across our partners and wider stakeholders, 
WENP convenes working groups to collabora  vely work 
on specifi c opportuni  es and challenges – from creat-
ing evidence, se   ng priori  es, driving investment and 
developing mechanisms, to suppor  ng delivery.

To fi nd out more about our current ac  vi  es, our Work 
Programme can be found on our website: wenp.org.uk. 

We work to achieve our vision in the West of England through:

Restoring nature
Iden  fy and priori  se the needs for the restora  on of the natural environment in the West of 
England, strengthening and securing nature at the landscape scale.

Spa  al planning
Through high level engagement with decision makers and strategic planners, ensure our out-
standing natural environment is at the heart of regional planning decisions and recognised as a 
key asset of the region.

Health & wellbeing
Facilitate greater awareness of the benefi ts that the natural environment provides for our 
health & wellbeing at all levels of society.

Economic development
Secure investment to drive posi  ve outcomes for the restora  on of the natural environment, 
recognising that nature underpins our economy and societal wellbeing.

Working together
Facilitate the restora  on of the natural environment through eff ec  ve mul  -sector working. 
Ac  vely promote and communicate the value of the natural environment to all stakeholders.
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Nature Recovery
Building on the Lawton Principles of the need to take a ‘bigger, be  er, more Joined up’ approach to con-
serva  on, the Government has commi  ed in its 25 Year Environment Plan to ‘develop a Nature Recovery 
Network to protect and restore wildlife, and provide opportuni  es to re-introduce species that we have 
lost from our countryside’ (p.56). The vision of a Nature Recovery Network is fundamental to providing 
nature the space it needs to recover and thrive, while suppor  ng our health and wellbeing through recrea-
 on, ac  ve travel, carbon capture, improved water quality and fl ood management.

Prompted by this commitment, WENP has this year developed a vision for a Nature Recovery Network in 
the West of England: a joined up network of marine and terrestrial habitats where nature and people 
can thrive. 

Mapping a Nature Recovery Network
The fi rst step in achieving our vision of a West of England Nature Recovery Network was crea  ng an inter-
ac  ve map that iden  fi es the best opportuni  es to deliver nature’s recovery. Building on previous WENP 
ecosystem services mapping, we used a combina  on of ecological mapping and local stakeholders’ exper-
 se to develop strategic networks, where eff orts to restore nature can be focused, and to iden  fy connec-
 vity gaps for woodland, grassland and wetland in the West of England. To view our interac  ve map, go to 

h  p://www.wenp.org.uk/nature-recovery-network/ and click ‘View Maps Online’. For more informa  on on 
how we created this map, our Methodology document can be found at the same link.
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Dissemina  on and Engagement
Having mapped a Nature Recovery Network for the West of England, 
we are now working to make this vision a reality in the region. Achiev-
ing our vision will require support from a wide range of stakeholders, 
including local government, industry, landowners, communi  es and 
individuals. We have been engaging with stakeholders across the region 
to raise awareness of the NRN and discuss how organisa  ons can inte-
grate the NRN in their work, whether that be through integra  on into 
policy, changes in land management, targeted habitat crea  on, funding, 
or communica  on. If you would like to discuss how you can contribute 
to crea  ng a Nature Recovery Network for the West of England, get in 
touch by emailing info@wenp.org.uk. 

Green Infrastructure Strategy
WENP has been closely involved in the crea  on of a Green Infrastructure Strategy for the West of Eng-
land. Green infrastructure (GI) is a strategic network of green (and blue) spaces and corridors  - including 
parks, allotments, woodlands, lakes and rivers  - that provides mul  ple benefi ts, including providing space 
for nature, suppor  ng sustainable food produc  on, reducing fl ood risk, and improving our mental and 
physical health. 

The Strategy will inform the development of updated Local Plans and is intended to facilitate well de-
signed, a  rac  ve healthy places that deliver community resilience and respond to the climate emergency. 
Development of the GI Strategy is being coordinated by the West of England Combined Authority (WECA) 
on behalf of the four Unitary Authori  es in the region, and is planned for comple  on in early 2020. 

The West of England will be pilo  ng a na  onal GI Framework and GI Standards, as produced by Natural 
England, and will develop Biodiversity Net Gain policy guidance to inform Local Plans. Addi  onally, the 
ongoing development of a Natural Capital Account for the West of England by the Environment Agency 
will inform the fi nal version of the GI Strategy. Embedded within the GI Strategy will be the West of Eng-
land Nature Recovery Network and the development of a Tree and Woodland Strategy for the West of 
England, which is being facilitated by WENP.

West of England Wildlife Index
In order to evaluate whether we are succeeding in our eff orts to restore nature in the West of England and 
to analyse historical trends in wildlife popula  ons, we need a way of systema  cally monitoring the state 
of wildlife across the region. While there is data available on the changes in wildlife across the UK, we are 
currently lacking equivalent analysis for the West of England.

Our West of England Wildlife Index Working Group is working to obtain exis  ng systema  cally-collected 
data that will enable us to conduct short-term analysis of how wildlife popula  ons have changed in our 
region. However, as much of the data on wildlife in the region has been collected opportunis  cally (i.e. in a 
non-systema  c way), we are looking at opportuni  es to develop a model that will enable us to use oppor-
tunis  c data to monitor historical and future trends in wildlife abundance and distribu  on.
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Health & Wellbeing
Mainstreaming nature-based health services
The WENP Nature and Health Strategy is working to mainstream nature-based health services through 
iden  fi ed strategic ac  ons that aim to facilitate the integra  on of nature-based health services in our 
public health systems. This year, we launched our seven-point Plan for Nature and Health in the West 
of England. We are now working with partners in the region to drive these ac  ons forward, including 
through our work described below.

Accessibility to Green Space mapping
Accessibility to green space is important due to its signifi cant implica  ons for our health and wellbeing 
at a  me of increasing mental ill health and cardiovascular disease, and an ageing popula  on. Thanks to 
support from Defra, WENP has developed a suite of maps iden  fying accessibility to green space across 
the West of England, and the best opportuni  es to target eff orts to improve such access and reduce ine-
quali  es. The maps model catchment areas where residents are able to access open green space within a 
300m walk (roughly transla  ng to a fi ve minute walk).

We hope the maps provide a helpful baseline from which to improve acess to green space, and help start 
more conversa  ons about how we can work together to provide more and be  er quality green spaces for 
the benefi t of everyone in our region. To view the maps, go to h  p://www.wenp.org.uk/green-space/.
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West of England Prac   oner Forum
This year, in partnership with Natural Academy, we have established a West of England Prac   oners 
Forum for Nature, Health and Wellbeing, which provides a space for prac   oners to connect, collabo-
rate and share learnings. The Forum met fi ve  mes in 2019, developing dra   standards for prac   oners in 
nature, health and wellbeing to facilitate the commissioning and funding of the services that prac   oners 
provide.

With support from the Academic Health and Science Network, we have created an online space on the 
pla  orm Hyvr for prac   oners in the West of England to connect, collaborate, discuss, learn and share. 
The Nature, Health and Wellbeing Hive has con  nued to grow througout the year, with prac   oners and 
others throughout the West of England contribu  ng to discussions. 

In November we held a Social Prescribing Network event at Kelston Roundhill. Prac   oners, social pre-
scribers and others interested in the fi eld of nature and health discussed the key challenges to increasing 
the number of nature-based social prescrip  ons in the West of England and poten  als ways of overcoming 
these challenges, with a view to facilita  ng the mainstreaming of nature-based health services. Find out 
more about the event on our website. 

Blue Care Guide
Blue spaces (rivers, lakes, canals and shores) in the West of England provide wonderful opportuni  es to be 
ac  ve outdoors, and support our physical and mental wellbeing. In Partnership with Ac  ve Ageing Bristol 
and Bristol Health Partners, we have produced a Blue Care Guide of water-based wellness ac  vi  es in 
the West of England. The guide celebrates the great outdoor water-based ac  vi  es on our doorstep, fo-
cusing on ac  vi  es that are suitable for adults aged 55 and over and that off er diff erent levels of support. 
Click here to view the Guide online.
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Beyond the West of England
Many of the challenges (and opportuni  es) that we face locally are shared across the country. WENP 
engages with neighbouring Local Nature Partnerships through the South West Local Nature Partnerships 
network to ensure eff ec  ve cross-boundary join-up, and na  onally through the Defra supported network 
of LNPs to learn from shared challenges, iden  fy mutual opportuni  es and to lobby on na  onal issues (for 
example, through joint consulta  on responses on Environmental Principles and Governance post-Brexit). 
WENP also sits on Defra’s Sounding Board for the na  onal network of Local Nature Partnerships.

This year, the much-an  cipated Environment Bill was introduced to the UK parliament. The Bill is intend-
ed to ‘put the environment at the centre of policy making’, ensuring that ‘we have a cleaner, greener and 
more resilient country for the next genera  on’.

The Bill introduces measures to address a wide range of environmental issues, including environmental 
governance, resources and waste management, air quality, water resources, nature and green spaces, and 
chemical regula  on. Of par  cular relevance to LNPs are measures to introduce mandatory Biodiversity 
Net Gain; a provision for the development of Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRSs); and an extension 
of the duty on public authori  es to cover the enhancement, as well as the conserva  on, of biodiversity.

It is therefore more important now than ever that we con  nue to collaborate with LNPs across the South 
West and na  onally so that we can coordinate an eff ec  ve, na  on-wide response to the climate and eco-
logical emergencies and achieve the stated ambi  ons of the Environment Bill.

WENP 2019 Forum
In June, over one hundred people a  ended WENP’s 2019 Forum in central Bristol for the launch of our vi-
sion for a Nature Recovery Network for the West of England. The forum saw speakers from sectors across 
the West of England and beyond gather to share how they are suppor  ng nature’s recovery. 

Talks included what adop  ng a natural capital approach means for our developing infrastructure, challeng-
ing how ‘environmental growth’ is viewed, and exploring the connec  ons between health and nature. A 
range of workshops also challenged those a  ending to tackle the ques  ons at the heart of nature’s recov-
ery, such as how we ensure green infrastructure works for everyone and how to engage diff erent audienc-
es with this crucial work. 

Expanding our membership
We were delighted to announce in October that the Environment Agency would be joining the West of 
England Nature Partnership. The Enviroment Agency bring exper  se in natural fl ood management and 
natural capital, and we look forward to working more closely with them in the coming years. To fi nd out 
more about the Environment Agency and their work, visit h  ps://www.gov.uk/government/organisa  ons/
environment-agency/about.

We are also in discussions with Bristol Water regarding their joining the Partnership, and hope to have 
posi  ve news on this front in the New Year.

Working Together
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Ini  a  ves across the Partnership
We can only realise our vision of a thriving and well-connected natural environment through the ongoing 
support of partners, who are transla  ng strategy to ac  on on the ground. Below we highlight a few of the 
excellent partnership ini  a  ves in the West of England.

Bathscape

The Bathscape Scheme is a Heritage Lo  ery Fund supported project to promote be  er management and 
use of the ‘Bathscape’, the beau  ful natural landscape surrounding the historic city of Bath, which is man-
aged by the Bathscape Partnership, comprising several organisa  ons in the West of England. The Scheme 
aims to restore and enhance the Bathscape, to make it more accessible, and to help ensure it is appreciat-
ed and ac  vely enjoyed by more people living in and visi  ng Bath.

Bristol Future Parks

In June 2019, Bristol City Council parks department were successful in receiving £900k from the Na  on-
al Lo  ery Heritage fund and the Na  onal Trust for a two-year innova  on project aimed at developing a 
model that delivers high quality and sustainable parks and green space for the city. An independent SWOT 
analysis of parks and green spaces will inform the development of a Prospectus that will provide a compre-
hensive picture of all green space opportuni  es for partnerships, commerce and innova  on within Bristol.

River Frome Reconnected

River Frome Reconnected is a partnership project between South Gloucestershire Council, Bristol City 
Council, Wessex Water, the Environment Agency and the Bristol Avon Catchment Partnership (BACP) that 
aims to improve the health and resilience of the River Frome and its catchment, and to make sure the river 
can be accessed and enjoyed by all. A  er comple  ng a feasibility study, work is now ongoing to develop a 
project programme specifi ca  on to strategically improve the environment along the river.

Landscape Enterprise Networks Approach

The Environment Agency is heading a project to develop a Landscape Enterprise Networks (LENs) ap-
proach in the River Frome catchment. The LENs approach, which is a concept developed by sustainability 
consultancy 3keel, mobilises commercial interest in how landscapes func  on to drive investment and in-
nova  on around strategic assets such as soils, aquifers, habitats and tree cover. A number of organisa  ons, 
including WENP, will be involved in the work to build the approach in the Frome Catchment. 

One Tree per Employee

One Tree per Employee is an ini  a  ve run by Replant Bristol, a catalyst group comprising the Forest of 
Avon Trust, Bristol City Council, the Bristol Tree Forum and the Woodland Trust, that asks employees to 
donate one tree for each of their employees in order to help achieve Bristol’s goal of doubling tree can-
opy cover by 2046. The plan  ng of urban trees can provide space for wildlife, improve people’s health 
and wellbeing, and contribute to reducing air pollu  on and urban heat. Funding raised will be held by the 
Forest of Avon Trust and spent on tree plan  ng schemes within the city, and employers can also sponsor 
street or park trees.
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With thanks
We are only able to do this work with the support of our partners. 

Our Board

Some of our wider partners
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